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  anet Scott started Champions Academy in 

1995, and today Champions Academy works 

with more than 800 children weekly from all 

over Texas –  from baby “Waddlers” that come 

with their mom/dad or grandma to high school 

& college cheerleaders!

   “Kids from as far as Dripping Springs and 

Lake Travis come to Champions Academy 

at WAYA for our great coaches.  They are 

amazing!” Janet said. 
   Classes and camps run throughout the year, 

and include everything from gymnastics, 

tumbling, yoga, and cheer; there is also a huge 

array of special events from birthday parties, 

parent night outs and summer camps & classes! 

   Janet wanted to provide the opportunity for 

children to learn gymnastics and cheer in a 

positive and motivating environment with lesson 

plans that break skills into creative, challenging, 

yet easy-to-master pieces.  It is her mission to 

teach correct form, progression and encourage 

confidence with optional performances 

within the community.  You might see Janet’s 

Champions Academy gymnasts & cheerleaders 

at the Chuy’s Blue Santa Parade (now our 12th 

year), a UT Basketball or Toros halftime show, 

WAYA Bowl sidelines, Westminster Manor 

Retirement home, or various school assemblies 

to name a few.  She also donates classes to UT 

Elementary and the Helping Hand Home kids.  

   And what an excellent role model Janet is 

for aspiring champions – she grew up in Austin 

in gymnastics, dance, and cheer, competed 

for eight years and was named All State in 

gymnastics for two years.  Her degree is in 

physical education with concentrations in 

gymnastics and dance from UT, and is a member 

of the Gymnastics Association of Texas & USA 

Gymnastics.

   Janet is proud that her coaching staff at 

Champions Academy Waya continue to learn 

and improve their skills by attending clinics 

throughout the year.  “All of our coaches come 

to us extremely knowledgeable and experienced 

in their various fields – but also they are 

wonderful role models and love working with 

kids!”  
   “When children come to Champions Academy 

at WAYA, they leave with much more than an 

athletic education,” said Janet. “They leave 

feeling like Champions!”

 J

   “We set the stage so our customers can play out 

the stories and celebrations of their lives,” says 

Chez Zee American Bistro Owner, Sharon Watkins.  

A former theater director, she has become one of 

Austin’s most illustrious restaurateurs. 

   Actually, Chez Zee is more than just a restaurant.  It’s 

a place – an experience – where Austin residents and 

visitors alike have been celebrating their milestones 

and daily lives for over two decades. Watkins has 

created what author, Ray Olenburg, referred to as 

a “Third Place” - that venue which is not home, not 

work, but somewhere else where people feel a sense 

of belonging and community.  No other Austin eatery 

provides cocktails and fine dining for lunch, dinner, 

weekend brunch and a full menu until midnight on 

the weekends. No wonder it’s constantly filled with 

artists, musicians, and business and community 

leaders.
   Sharon Watkins received her college training 

in Theater Arts and after running programs for 

Princeton University and the Texas Commission 

on the Arts, she decided to buy the bankrupt Chez 

Fred restaurant and transform it into her next stage 

– a “third act.”  Austin’s response has been nothing 

short of a standing ovation.

   You enter the restaurant through a New Orleans-

inspired courtyard and step into the foyer.  Thousands 

of twinkling lights and lively jazz music from the 

grand piano tell you there’s a party going on.  During 

the day, the sunny main dining room is filled with 

laughter and light.

   The renowned menu offers enticing dishes such 

as “Mediterranean Pasta” served with sautéed 

kalamata olives, mushrooms, garlic and white 

wine; “New Orleans Pecan Chicken” with bourbon 

pecan dipping sauce; “Southern” Crab Cakes; or 

their famous Sunday Brunch with classics like Eggs 

Benedict and Breakfast in Bed French Toast, made 

with toasted Challah bread stuffed with blueberries, 

strawberries, bananas, pecans and honey. Over 

twenty-five sumptuous dessert specialties such as 

Lemon Rosemary Cake and Crème Brulee French 

Toast draw people in from all over the region.

   An avid art lover and former Austin Arts 

Commissioner, Watkins has turned her restaurant 

into a virtual gallery featuring of some of Austin’s 

most talented artists.  Gallery-owner and 

friend, Wally Workman, began steering 

emerging artists her way over 

twenty years ago, resulting in 

the venue being named “Best 

Springboard for Artists” by the 

Austin Chronicle.  The newly 

constructed art gallery across 

the lighted courtyard is a 

perfect private venue for 

all manner of dinners, 

showers, gatherings 

and creative 

endeavors. 

   The upcoming 

Mothers’ Day 

Weekend is one 

of Chez Zee’s 

busiest. Perhaps 

it is because - in 

addition to the 

culinary delights 

and ambiance - 

Chez Zee has also been 

recognized as having the “Best 

Wait Staff”.  Mothers, no doubt, 

appreciate celebrating their 

special day knowing they’ll be 

treated like a queen.

    Next year, Chez Zee will celebrate 

it’s 24th Anniversary as a standard-

bearer of excellence in Austin’s culinary 

fabric.  For a more detailed tour of it’s 

offerings and ambiance, go to www.

chez-zee.com.

5406 Balcones Dr | Austin, Texas | (512) 454.2666 | chez-zee.com
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   When Kellen Casey and Cindy Lockett came to work for Michael Majors a few weeks ago at Sam L. Majors Jewelry on Exposition, they didn’t realize that every day at the family-owned business would be so different.    “Some days we have on our marketing hats,” said Cindy, “some days we have on our retailing hats, and some days we just take turns with what needs to be done. The family has a big focus on teamwork.”
   Austin is the third location of a Sam L. Majors Jewelry store, with others in Midland and Lubbock, run by Michael’s father. “The family looked at this area for two years,” Cindy said. “The Majors knew they wanted to be in Tarrytown and in a neighborhood and part of a neighborhood.” Already the store has donated jewelry to silent auctions benefitting Casis Elementary and Rawson-Saunders School.

   The store carries several boutique and designer lines of fine jewelry, including Gurhan from Turkey, with its pieces of 24 karat hammered gold, some inset with black 

diamonds, and its sterling silver pieces with a “kiss” of 24 karat gold.
     “Lisa Nik is an Austin exclusive for us,” said Kellen. “she makes her 18 karat gold jewelry in Manhattan, a combination of yellow gold, white gold, and rose gold.” Lisa Nik visited Sam L. Majors recently, just after it opened. 

    Elizabeth Locke, the store’s most popular line is another Austin exclusive. “These 19 karat gold pieces are made in Virginia,” said Kellen, “and Elizabeth Locke hand picks her stones.”
     The Bez Ambor pieces from Los Angeles are designed with top echelon diamonds that are prismatically cut. “The cut is his trademark,” said Cindy, “and it enhances the fire in the stones.”
     Sam L. Majors also carries Bell & Ross timepieces from a small production Swiss company. Two lines of crystal, Lalique and Daum are also featured. 

    
    Kellen Casey is a recent graduate of Texas Tech University and worked at Nieman Marcus before joining Sam L. Majors. Cindy Lockett brings nine years of wholesale experience to Sam L. Majors.
   “We want this to be the neighborhood jewelry store,” said Cindy, “and this is such a great location, so many local businesses and family-owned businesses are in this shopping center. It’s great when people will just open the door and stick their head in to say hello.”

Fifth Generation Jewelers
2727 EXPOSITION BLVD.  ● SUITE 110AUSTIN, TX 78703
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