
    

Helping Hand Home for Children began in 1893 when an abandoned baby was discovered in a railway station. A 
group of women had a vision and came together to begin the important work that has continued for the past 133 
years. We are working to help children recover from the trauma of abuse and neglect, providing them with hope
and a brighter future. The work at the Home never stops; we operate 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

We have a residential treatment center, foster, adoption and support services and an on-campus charter school 
through a partnership with The University of Texas at Austin. The residential treatment center provides therapeutic 
care for children experiencing complex trauma. Our highly qualified staff is trained in the most current and evidence-
based treatment methods, ensuring that the children receive the highest level of care. The children are able to begin 
healing while living in a safe and supportive home environment. The Foster and Adoption team recruits, trains and 
supports families before, during and after the process of fostering or adopting by providing therapy, home visits, and 
coaching. The on-site charter school meets the educational needs of children living at the Home from grades K-6th.

This important work is made possible through the generosity and dedication of our volunteers, donors, corporate 
partners, and the community at large. We couldn’t do it without you. In the pages that follow, we are honored to 
recognize the donors, participants, and families whose support made this year’s The Crystal Ball such a success. In 
its inaugural year at the Fairmont Austin, our community came together to carry forward an 83-year tradition of raising 
critical funds for Helping Hand Home.

Thank you Austin. Your continued commitment ensures that we can fulfill the Home’s mission of bringing hope and 
healing to the children and families we serve. 

Hope Happens Here®

Morgen Hardin
Helping Hand Home
President 2025-2026

May 2026

Career Day at HHH/UT Charter School P. Terry's Burger Stand brings holiday 
cheer to the children at HHH

Champions for Children Awards Luncheon
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The 26th Annual Champions for Children Awards Luncheon, presented by 
Don Hewlett Chevrolet Buick, continued a meaningful tradition that began in 
2000, honoring caregivers, advocates, organizations, and volunteers who are 
making a lasting difference for children and families across Central Texas.
The event featured Emmy-nominated actress Connie Britton, who shared her 
powerful and deeply personal adoption story. The luncheon also recognized 
Philanthropic Honoree, Mack, Jack & McConaughey (MJ&M), along with 
Community Honorees Dr. Robin Ward DelConte, Jocelyn Chamra-Barrera, 
and Alpha Xi Delta.
Helping Hand Home is proud to celebrate these extraordinary individuals 
and organizations and the inspiring stories of hope that continue to shape 
brighter futures for those served through its mission. Over the past 26 years, 
Champions for Children has raised more than $11 million in support of 
children and families in need.
To learn more about how you can be a part of this year’s Champions for 
Children Awards Luncheon, please visit www.helpinghandhome.org/
champions-for-children.

Emcee Chet Garner, Honoree Jocelyn Chamra-Barrera, Philanthropic Honoree Mack Brown (MJ&M), Event Co-Chair 
Ed Clements, Honoree Dr. Robin Ward DelConte, Event Co-Chair Lindsey Sartain, HHH CEO Tania Leskovar-Owens, 
Featured Speaker Connie Britton, HHH President Morgen Hardin, Event Chair Tina McCutchin, Honorees Sophia Saenz 
and Abby Zerger (Alpha Xi Delta)

Featured Speaker Connie BrittonChet Garner, Connie Britton with Erin and David Hewlett

BENEFITING

PRESENTED BYTHURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 8

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
JW MARRIOTT 

AUSTIN
PHILANTHROPIC HONOREE: 

SUSAN & GARY FARMER 

EVENT CHAIRS:
KAREN HARRELL, 

SETH JOHNSTON & MARGARET RIGBY

THE 27TH ANNUAL

 

AWARDS LUNCHEON

SAVE 
THE

DATE

BE A CHAMPION FOR HOPE
SPONSOR TODAY!  
QUESTIONS? PLEASE CONTACT 
JULIE FREEMAN, CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER  
512-600-7891 | HELPINGHANDHOME.ORG

THANK YOU, 2025 SPONSORS
PRESENTING SPONSOR

LEAD UNDERWRITERS

MATCHING GIFTS

MADELEINE & BUCK CODY

Arnold & Eileen Van Den Berg

For more than 130 years, Helping Hand Home (HHH) has 
served children who have experienced complex trauma. The Home’s mission is to bring 
hope and healing to children and families through a continuum of trauma informed, 
therapeutic care including residential, foster, adoption, and support services. At 
Helping Hand Home, every child is met with compassion and care so they can feel 
safe, seen, and loved.
What began as a mission to help one child has grown into a place of lasting hope and 
healing for thousands of children and families.
Today, Helping Hand Home stands as a testament to the power of community and the 
dedication of those who support this work. With the help of hundreds of volunteers, 
donors, and members of Helping Hand Home Society, the Home continues to provide 
critical services that help children and families heal, grow, and thrive. Each year, more 
than 400 children and families receive care and support through their programs.

The Strack Family est. 2025 APD Mounted Patrol visits HHH

@helpinghandhome

www.helpinghandhome.org

512-459-3353

EVENT UNDERWRITERS
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On Saturday, February 28th, Helping Hand Society of Austin celebrated its 83rd annual Gala, 
The Crystal Ball, which was attended by over 2,700 guests at the Fairmont Austin. Chaired 
by Kerri Ann Chambless and Ginny Liverman the day began with a delicious brunch and the 
presentation of this year’s 41 First Grade Princesses. An introduction of the Helping Hand 
Girls and Debutantes followed.
That evening, the debutante presentation gala showcased the 9th grade Helping Hand Boys 
and Girls, and 30 Debutantes who made their bows alongside their Escorts and Junior 
Escorts. The Crystal Ball’s Master of Ceremonies was, once again, Jim Spencer, who has 
graciously served in this role for 33 years. Guests were surrounded by stunning decor from 
Unique Design and Events and Center Stage while enjoying another wonderful meal. Along 
with a silent auction and raffle, the celebration continued with dancing to the music of Love 
& Happiness.
Funds from the evening benefit Helping Hand Home for Children, an organization that has 
provided a nurturing home for children since 1893. For more than 130 years, Helping Hand 
Home has served children who have experienced complex trauma. Through a continuum 
of care, Helping Hand Home provides a safe haven for children to heal through three 
program areas, including foster, adoption, and post-adopt services; 24-hour residential 
and therapeutic care; and an onsite University of Texas Charter School. Helping Hand 
Home wants every child they serve to feel safe, seen, and loved. The organization seeks to 
enrich, educate, and empower through loving care, professional treatment, and innovative 
evidence-based services that heal. Helping Hand Home is proud to be a national model for 
best practices in working with children suffering from complex trauma and believes that 
each child deserves a loving and permanent home.
For more information, please visit helpinghandhome.org.
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GALA CO-CHAIRS 
Kerri Ann Chambless
Ginny Liverman

COMMITTEE
Debbie Alsup
Elisabeth Anderson
Meredith Bagan
Julie Ballard
Julie Baselice
Michelle Berry
Amy Biegel
McKenna Blissit
Louise Brazitis
Dawn Breyfogle
Lucy Butter
Jenny Butterworth
Stacy Carter
Heather Chesney
Ashley Covert
Dana DeLorenzo
Paula Duke
Susan Dunaway

Kate Dunnam
Frances Eckols
Kay Enoch
Leanna Ferguson
Martita Fleming
Ashley Fowler
Tiffany Francis
Surrenden Gillespie
Kelly Goulding
Aparna Goyal
Shannon Grethel
Morgen Hardin
Taylor Harper
Karen Harrell
Missy Harris
Lindsey Heiser
Anne Henderson
Chelsea Holden
Laura Hotze
Catherine Howry
Katie Hudson
Caron Hutchison

Becky Powell Jamail
Marla Kiger
Ashli Knust
Diane Lee
Laura Lee
Ellie Livesay
Lindsey Majors
Martha Mangum
Mary McDonald
Becky Melton
Sally Metschan
Julie Metzger
Sarah Miller
Ellen Miura
Acia Moody
Marion More
Lindsay Motley
Suzanne Nash
Becky Navarro
Kristen Nelson
Karey Oddo
Jahnna Peeler

Suzanne Perez
Jackie Price
Lauren Price
Jennifer Ramberg
Kimberly Richards
Angie Risher
Kathryn Ross
Lindsey Sartain
Allison Small
Carla Smyrl
Meghan Sorrel
Stephanie Strain
Sinem Szygenda
Lisa Terrill
Wendy Thompson
Stacy Toomey
Gayle Vickers
Katherine Wallin
Keri Walling
Cissy Warner
Ginnie Wilcox
Carrie Wilkin

Brilliant Benefactors

Glittering Benefactors

Crystal Benefactors
Benefiting Helping Hand Home for Children, Inc.

The Crystal Ball

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Arnold
Mr. and Mrs. William Hargrove Bowles
Mr. and Mrs. John David Braddock
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Logan Bray
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mark Buchanan, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Paul Casey
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Chambless II
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cullen Childress
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Tunstill Cowden
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Jon Cullen
Mr. and Mrs. Clark Burton Davis
Drs. April and Joshua Carrick Fox
Mr. Adam Blair Goldman and 
   the late Jennifer Monday Goldman
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Steven Greenberg, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Sean David Greenberg
Ms. Joanne Floyd Grigsby and 
   Mr. Brian Patrick Grigsby
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Chase Laguarta

   Mr. and Mrs. Brian Stone Liverman
   Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Kingsland Maebius
   Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Dax McDavid
   Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Michael Metschan
   Mr. and Mrs. Griffin Matthew Money
   Mr. and Mrs. Wade Travis Owens
   Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Withers Page
   Mr. and Mrs. Todd Christopher Ramberg
   Mr. and Mrs. Reagan Allison Reaud
   Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Evan Richards II
   Mr. and Mrs. Philip John Robinson
   Mr. and Mrs. TJ Schultz
   Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Siddons
   Mr. and Mrs. Barney Sinclair
   Mr. and Mrs. Lathrop Winchester Smith III
   Mr. and Mrs. Robert Steven Steen
   Mr. and Mrs. John Carter Tolleson, Jr.
   Mr. and Mrs. Roderick Neal Welsh
   Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Robert Wilkin

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Edward Armstrong
Mr. and Mrs. Holton Latham Burns
Mr. and Mrs. David Joseph Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett Wheeler Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Robert John Hempfling, Jr.
Ms. Jennifer Johnson
Mrs. Maureen Whelan Johnson and 
   the late Mr. Sam J. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. John Christian Pfluger Keller

  Mrs. Lisa Diane Michaux and 
     Mr. Snap Pearson and 
     the late Maury Lenard Magids
  Mr. and Mrs. John Daren Nix
  Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Jake Oddo
  Mr. and Mrs. Parker Reese
  Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dudley Simmons III
  Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Scott Slover
  Mr. and Mrs. Myles Maverick Turner
  Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Wilhelm, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Douglas Agnew
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Davis Baldwin
Mrs. Robin Banister and the late Mr. Bret Banister
Ms. Julie Biggart and Mr. Bret Biggart
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Triesch Bridges
Mr. and Mrs. J Dan Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin David Bufkin
Elizabeth Cooper and Peyton McKnight
Mr. and Mrs. Blake Kevin Dabbs
Mrs. Sarah Farrell Derrick
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Heath Dickerson
Mr. Steven Robert Dombek and 
   Ms. Tracy Ritzwoller Dombek
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Alan Duewall
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle W. Duke
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Alan Getto
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Crook Gottschalk
Kate Granger and Louis Granger
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Andrew Heard
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Louis Hoenig
Mr. and Mrs. Corbin Thomas Jastrow
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Garrett Key
Mr. and Mrs. Klee Robert Kleber
Mr. and Mrs. John Austin Latham
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Wesley Little
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Clark Locke
Colleen and Julian Lockwood
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Alan Lowrey
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Maines

    Mr. and Mrs. Alan Edward Marks 
    Mr. and Mrs. C.L. "Matt" Matthews
    Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Maury McCown
    Mr. and Mrs. Nicolas Ryan Montgomery
    Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lewis Norris
    Mr. and Mrs. Brian King O'Neil
    Mr. and Mrs. Randal Craig Oudt
    Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Dominic Patranella
    Mrs. Georgine Peacock
    Dr. and Mrs. Pieratt
    Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Young Pike
    Mr. and Mrs. Thomas I. Queen, Jr.
    Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Alexander Scarbrough
    Mr. and Mrs. Buck Shapiro
    Dr. and Mrs. Sanjay Sharma
    Dr. and Mrs. Taylor Hill Shepard
    Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sitton
    Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Gilbert Skloss
    Mr. and Mrs. Charles Allan Spence
    Ms. Katie Starley
    Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Day Thompson
    Mr. and Mrs. Alec Todd Tidmore
    Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Allan Townsend
    Mrs. Delia Villalonga and Mr. Jose Vallejo
    Drs. Ami and Jason Wallace
    Mr. and Mrs. William Herring Ware
    Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Christian Wheeler
    Mr. and Mrs. Charles Neel White, Jr.
    Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Andrew Wiik
    Mr. and Mrs. Adam Stephen Wilk

Dazzling Benefactors

Sparkling Benefactors

Shimmering Benefactors
HHS President Morgen Hardin with her husband Allen Hardin

Brian Liverman and 2026 Gala Co-Chair Ginny Liverman

2026 Debutantes

Jim and Susan Standard with 2026 Gala Co-Chair Kerri Ann 
Chambless and her husband John Chambless

Debutante Cawthra Burns with her brother Escort Hiram Burns 
and parents Maite and Holton Burns

Escort Lawson Stouse with his mother Kelly Stouse

Princess Connlly Steen with her FamilyDebutante Claire Nix with her aunt Christi Cox and her 
grandmother Charlane Cox

Debutantes Laney Owens and Sophie Schultz 
with Escort Parker Amstutz

Paige Amstutz and Dr. Vard Curtis III
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Dana Baer
Mr. and Mrs. Mark David Blackbird, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Ryan Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Patrick Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Daily
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Anthony Funk
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Pederson Gish
Mr. Alan James Goss and 
   Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Hall Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Bradfield Walling Heiser

    Mr. and Mrs. Patrick O'Connor Hotze
    Robert and Sheila Johnson
    Mr. and Mrs. Lance Thomas Lackey
    Lee's Kitchen + Cocktails
    Mr. and Mrs. Mark Joseph Lobosco
    Mr. and Mrs. Robert Shain McCaig, Jr.
    Becca and Mike McMullen
    Mr. and Mrs. Parker Price Polan
    Mr. and Mrs. Todd Eugene Reimers
    Mr. and Mrs. Keith C. Wilcox
    Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Springer Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Guy Oliver   •  Mr. and Mrs. Scott Reichardt

MMaajjoror  SSppoonnssororss

Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Armstrong Abernathy
Mrs. Kay Allen and the late Mr. Louis Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Kip Amstutz
Mr. and Mrs. John Wesley Bartram
Mr. and Mrs. Robert John Bassetti
Mr. and Mrs. Meade Bauer
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel John Berra
The Honorable and Mrs. Jimmy Blacklock
Mr. and Mrs. James Blake Brickman
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Bullock
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Thomas Cronin
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Blair Davidson
Kacy and Chris Dolce
Kelly Wilson Driver
Mr. and Mrs. James Edward Dyess
Mr. and Mrs. James Brandon McQueen Easterling
Mr. Robert Bradley Emerson
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Craig Falls
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Stephen Farmer
David Cameron Ferguson and 
   Sarah Kemper Innerarity
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Ryan Flack
Mr. and Mrs. John Stephen Ford, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Philip Friday
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Leigh Galatzan
Mr. and Mrs. John Winslow Gasink
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Henry Gerdes IV
Goldsby-Dunlap Family
Beth and Tom Granger
Mr. and Mrs. James Wilson Greenway and
   Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Christopher Sunstrom
Drs. Shannon and Erich Joseph Grethel
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Andrew Heidler
Ms. Heidi Wanichek Hicks and 
   Mr. Brandon Vaughan Hicks
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Steven Hicks, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Chase Elliott Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Curtis Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. Neal T. "Buddy" Jones
Joseph Companies
JP's Peace Love and Happiness Family
   Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Trent Brannum Krienke
The Labunski Family
Mr. and Mrs. Camm Lary III
Mr. and Mrs. David Clinton Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Duane Lawton
Mr. and Mrs. James Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Dennis Leiker
Dr. Shelby and Mr. David Marquardt and 
   Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Vaughn
Mr. and Mrs. Brent McCutchin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Buckley Paddock
William Page and Lolla Page families
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Kent Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. A. Lee Rigby
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Merrill Risher
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Randall Sims
Mr. and Mrs. Brian James Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Cole Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Andrew Sorrel
Mr. and Mrs. Sebastian Stadler
Mr. and Mrs. James Robert Standard
Mr. and Mrs. James William Stewart
The Menagerie
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Neal Townsend
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Trenton Townsend
Mr. and Mrs. Jay and Beth Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Scott Wallace
Mrs. Laura Wallace and 
   the late Todd Mathews Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan James Whitchurch
Dr. and Mrs. Joshua Morgan Woodruff
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Crystal Ball Photos by Jetter Photography 
2026 Helping Hand Girls

Escort Noble Meserole with his mother 
Susie Meserole

Crystal Benefactor Pamela Reichardt with her grandchildren Debutante Tatum Shiflet, 
Bevo Shiflet, Banks Shiflet and Tinsley Shiflet 

Valentine's Day Princess Party Underwriter Misty Reid with First Grade Princesses

Debutante Shay Oliver with her father 
Guy Oliver

History of the Home Underwriters Lisa and Paul Terrill

2026 Junior Escorts

Elise Cox and Debutante Mary Clare Cox 
with their mother Laura Cox

Debutante Paisley Armstrong with her 
father Joshua Armstrong

Estilo Fashion Show Model Maddie Howry

Underwriters Alpha Capital Management,
Julie and Buddy Ballard

Debutante Layne Metschan with her 
father Kent Metschan

Debutante Tatum Shiflet with her father 
Cord Shiflet

Princess Weezie Keller with her family

Debutante Shay Oliver with Escort Luke McCutchin and Junior Escort Rease ReaudDebutante Katie Oddo with Escort Andrew 
Nelson and Junior Escort Nash Goehring

Cally Sinclair, HHG Charley Sinclair with 
their mother, Shannon Sinclair

2026 Debutantes and Escorts

2026 First Grade Princesses2026 Escorts

2026 Helping Hand Boys and Girls

Molly Frances Denham, William and Kelly Glasgow, Leighton Laguarta, HHG 
Parker Laguarta with her parents Merrill and Chase Laguarta, Mallory Allgood

Debutante Caroline Cullen with her family Princess Julia Turner Ann and Meade Bauer with their 
granddaughter Princess Alice Bauer

Meghan Slover with her daughter 
Debutante Betsy Slover

Princess Willa Thannisch with her family

Debutante Carrie Hempfling, Escort Winn 
Smith IV and Junior Escort Braxton Reese

Emcee Jim Spencer Cally Sinclair with her sister HHG Charley 
Sinclair and their mother Shannon Sinclair

Debutante Paisley Armstrong with Escort 
Caden Grethel

Natalie Sulester, Katy Sulester and 
Princess Party Underwriter Misty Reid


