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Her Royal Majesty, the Diamond Queen 
NICOLE CATHERINE HEYER

“Under the Texas Stars”
The Women’s Symphony League of Austin thanks the community for 70 years of collaborative support of the Austin Symphony Orchestra.

THE WOMEN’S SYMPHONY LEAGUE OF AUSTIN’S

68th Annual Jewel Ball

Since 1953, the members of the Women’s Symphony 
League of Austin have dedicated time, energy, and talent 
to provide service and financial support to the Austin 

Symphony Orchestra and its music education programs. The 
Women’s Symphony League is the largest annual financial 
supporter of the Austin Symphony Orchestra, and over 50,000 
K-12 students benefit from the innovative educational programs 
of the ASO each year. To learn more, visit WSLaustin.org.

Official Jewel Ball portraits and event images by Jetter Photo
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Introducing the 2023 Women’s Symphony League Jewel Ball

▲ Royal Court ▲

King Brio LVII

Paul Duane Leeke

Annual Jewel Ball Fundraiser Benefits Austin Symphony Orchestra

The Women’s Symphony 
League of Austin (WSL) 
hosted the 68th Annual 

Jewel Ball on Saturday, Septem-
ber 16, 2023, at the Hilton Austin 
with more than 1000 guests in at-
tendance. 

This year’s Jewel Ball Co-
Chairs, Olivia Derr and Julia Null, 
and their committee of 75 volun-
teers created a magical evening 

“Under the Texas Stars.” The eve-
ning celebrated and recognized the 
Diamond Queen, five princesses, 
and six escorts from Austin, hon-
oring the support of local families 
for the WSL and Austin Symphony 
Orchestra. The WSL also invited 
six outstanding college-aged young 
women and men from across the 
state of Texas to represent their 
local symphony organizations as 

members of the Visiting Jewel 
Court. 

“We are honored to have 
chaired this year’s Jewel Ball, 
continuing this cherished Austin 
tradition that benefits the Austin 
Symphony Orchestra,” said co-
chair Olivia Derr. “It is with great 
pride that we celebrated the fami-
lies of our Royal Court and their 
commitment to the arts in Austin 

and the state of Texas,” said co-
chair Olivia Derr. 

“The highlight of the Ball was 
the presentation of our Royal 
Court, though we introduced new 
concepts to raise funds that will 
benefit the Austin Symphony Or-
chestra,” said co-chair Julia Null. 
“The funds raised by the Jewel 
Ball support education programs 
of the Symphony that will reach 

50,000 K-12 students over the 
next year.”

The Jewel Ball also included 
presentation of the Junior Royal 
Court, comprised of 10th grade 
students serving as Belles and 
Beaux, seventh grade students 
serving as Maidens and Squires, 
and children five to eight years 
old serving as Trainbearers to the 
Royal Court.

Her Royal Majesty, the Diamond Queen  

Nicole Catherine 
of the House of Heyer

Daughter of Ms. Connie Niemann Heyer

Son of Mr. & Mrs. Brent Ashley 
Corbett

Escorted by 

Maxwell 
Mitchell 
Corbett

2023 Jewel Ball Royal Court and Trainbearers

Junior Royalty Belles and Beaux

Jewel Ball Royal Court

Jewel Ball Co-Chairs Olivia Derr & Julia Null

King Brio LVII and wife 
Karen Leeke

WSL 
President 
Araminta 
Sellers 

and 
Husband 

Tom 
Sellers

Photography by Jetter Photo
Junior Royalty Maidens and Squires
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2023 Jewel Ball Honorary Chairs

Frank and Melissa Jackson
The Women’s Symphony League proudly recognizes Frank and Melissa 

Jackson as Honorary Chairs of the 68th Jewel Ball. Melissa joined the 
Women’s Symphony League in 1980, and Frank joined the Knights of the 
Symphony soon after. The Jacksons have a significant history with these 
organizations, where service is truly a family affair. Melissa and Frank’s son, 
Wroe Jackson, is a member of the Knights and has volunteered his support to 
emcee the Jewel Ball for the past 12 years. Of note, Melissa chaired the 29th 
Jewel Ball: “Once Upon a Time” in 1983, under the leadership of President 
Marion More, making this the 40th year since her role as Ball Chair. For 
decades, Melissa has served as the Bow Mistress for the Royal Court, teaching 
each of the ladies how to perform the beautiful full court bow, also known 
as the Texas Dip. The Jacksons believe that the members of the Women’s 
Symphony League are unsung heroes of musical education. Their countless 
hours of service in educating young people and introducing music at an 
early age are vital to a child’s development and well-being. Funds raised 
from the Jewel Ball enable the Austin Symphony to do just that – further an 
appreciation of music across our community at all ages.

▲ Princesses and Escorts ▲
Rachael Grace

of the House of Barkoff
Daughter of Ms. Kelly Lynne Reynolds

Madison Genevra
of the house of bisang

Daughter of Captain and  
Mrs. Todd Harold Bisang

Sumner Holcomb
of the house of hill

Daughter of Knight and Mrs. Joseph Wolf Hill II
 Granddaughter of the late Mr. W.H. Tarbox and Mrs. Joan Tarbox

Caroline Anne
of the house of martineau

Daughter of Knight and  
Mrs. David Tucker Martineau

Claire Elizabeth Lansdell
duchess, the emerald of lubbock

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Lansdell

Annabelle Kelly Nowlin
duchess, the garnet of tyler

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry L. Nowlin

Taylor Grace Felton
duchess, the Pink diamond of waco

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Wade Jr. 
and Mr. Mark Preston Felton II

Ava Elizabeth
of the house of ward

Daughter of Ms. Molly Reese Ward and Mr. Wesley Ralph Ward
Granddaughter of Knight and Mrs. Don Moore Ward

Queen Nicole Catherine Heyer escorted by Maxwell 
Mitchell Corbett, King Brio LVII, Trainbearers

Son of Knight and 
Mrs. Christopher 

David Gay 
Grandson of the late Mrs. Joy 

Ross Gay

Escorted by Wyatt 
McCracken Gay

Son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Joseph 

Farmer

Escorted by 
Matthew Davis 

Farmer
Son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Travis Patton Kelso 

and the late Mr. 
Brett Russell 

Kornacki 

Escorted by 
Liam Scott 
Kornacki

Son of Son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Chaffin 

Benson III

Escorted by 
JosePh Chaffin 

Benson IV

Son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joel Dietz 

Richardson

Escorted by 
Jory Dietz 

Richardson
Son of Ms. Kelly Amis 

von Kreisler  
and Mr. Alexander 

Nicolai von Kreisler

Escorted by 
Kirk Amis von 

Kreisler

Son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Martinez

Escorted by 
Peyton William 

Martinez

Son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Steven Daniel Swenke

Escorted by 
Daniel Wesley 

Swenke

Katie Comer, Regina Munson, Allison Edwards, 
Courtney Edwards, Olivia Derr, Lisa Tully

Wells Starley, Preston Starley, Patrick Starley, 
Jessica Starley, Katharine Starley

Princess Caroline Martineau  
and her father, David Martineau

Ball attendees enjoy the festivities

Bennie and Mary Lou Downing  
with Missy and Steve Harris

Emcee Wroe Jackson with Honorary Chairs Frank 
and Melissa Jackson

Photography by Jetter Photo
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Elizabeth Lee Banda Colin George Bay Hannah Elizabeth Bettinger Fox Andrew Brewer Jacqueline Addison Caldwell Sophia Karin Campbell Mary Hadley Cancienne Adelaide Louise Cowden Eva Lucia de Leon

Anna Katherine Duewall Izabella Ava Estrada Athena Chiquita Eugene Kaitlyn Cabrey Gooch Catherine Shea Kleber Anna Catesby McMullen Griffin Phillip Meroney Audrey Rae Pardee Everett Andrew Perkins

Olivia Ann Pittenger Marnee Richardson Isabella Nidia Santos Weston Dean Scroggie Kavi Dominic Seewann Madison Kathryn Short Joseph Roy Stapleton Preston James Starley Wells Thomas Starley

Anna Elizabeth Ugarte Rebecca Clair van Bavel James Colton Wells Miller Stell Williams Hayden Michelle Willmann

Caroline Quinn Baker Thomas Bradley Barlow Isla Danielle Collins Charlotte Emerson Dickey Emelia Wren Duewall Brooks Beall Hatchett Iris Ainsley Hatchett Mabel Heidler Matthew McCord Hutchison

Max Joseph Imsais Finley Porter Jacobs Poppy James Kaighin Beatrice Elise Liner Carlisle Frances Lopez Lola Lou London Caroline Rose Lupton Estela Marie McCord George Dwight Morgan V

Dorothy Meadow Nicolas Ava Grace Price Lucy Elizabeth Quinnell Henley Austin Robison Henley Madeline Scoggins Kennedy Marie Smith Mattie Elizabeth Smith Benjamin Robert Graeber Sprencel Charlotte Diane Sprencel 

Christian John Sprencel Claire Caroline Starley James Douglas Starley Adele Grace Trigg Blakely Watkins

▲ Belles and Beaux ▲

▲ Trainbearers ▲

Emma Grace Bledsoe Isabella Francesca Camacho Emma Rose Cancienne Emerson Sloan Cypert Elizabeth Grace Duewall Catherine Layne Falls Douglas John Gibbins Jr. Callum James Donovan Goodings John Harvey Gresham

Scott Andrew Haywood William Thomas Heyer Jenna Brynn Hissey Reilly Watford Hoermann Sean Winfred House Charles Vladimir Imsais Helen Taylor Jones Alexis Katherine Kaighin Vivian Waverly Kaighin 

Claire Noelle Kleber Grace Adella Marianne Lary John Henry Leblanc Sawyer Elizabeth Lewis Peyton Eva Perkins Isabella Kay Shepard Matthew James Shields Jackson Christopher Short Katharine Elizabeth Starley

▲ Maidens and Squires ▲

Annika Marie van Bavel Peyton Abigail Willmann John Henderson Wood
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Luncheon Co-Chair Allison Edwards, Katie Kime, Yvonne Nava, Loreal Sarkisian, Lela Rose and Luncheon Co-
Chair Sarah Covey

The Women’s Sym-
phony L eag ue  of 
Austin (WSL) hosted 

its 2023 Fashion Luncheon: 
“Lone Star-Studded Style” on 
Friday, September 15, 2023 at 
the Hilton Austin, welcoming 
more than 450 attendees. 

This year’s Fashion Lun-
cheon Co-Chairs, Allison Ed-
wards and Sarah Covey, wel-
comed a star-studded panel 
to speak on fashion, design 
and entertaining, hosted by 
KVUE-TV Daybreak An-
chor Yvonne Nava. The es-
teemed panelists included 
Loreal Sarkisian, philanthro-
pist, wardrobe stylist and 
First Lady of The University 
of Texas football team; Ka-
tie Kime, CEO and Creative 
Director of Katie Kime, LLC; 
and, Lela Rose, Fashion De-
signer and Owner of Lela 
Rose. 

Guests also enjoyed The 
Marketplace, hosted by The 
Arboretum, which included 
these local and Texas vendors: 

• Austin Threads and 
Things

• Babe Blooms
• Blue Goo Bakery
• Buru
• Cassandra Collections
• Clayhouse Candles
• Fraulein Boots
• Jill Reno Collection
• Katie Kime
• KMC Handbags
• L’Artisan Reno

• Lela Rose
• Lilly Pulitzer
• Longhorn Fashions
• Mignonne Gavigan
• Molly x Niko
• Sisterdale Organics
• Skyroasters Coffee
• Sugarboo & Co. 
• The Garden Room 
With a “Texas Chic” theme 

in mind, Producer Sue Web-
ber of Webber Productions 
hosted “A Tour of Texas 
Fashion Show” featuring run-
way looks by Lela Rose, The 
Garden Room, Buru, Long-
horn Fashions, Katie Kime, 
Mignonne Gavigan, Molly 
x Niko, Z Couture and Jill 
Reno Collection.  

The luncheon also featured 
a Lone Star-Studded raffle: 

• a Givens Plastic Surgery 
Package, generously donated 
by Raff le Sponsor Victoria 
Givens, MD;

• a Celine logo tote bag, 
generously donated by Nei-
man Marcus Austin;

• a pair of Texas Star Cut 
Blue Topaz Stud Earrings, 
generously donated by Cub 
Root and Form to Feeling;

• an Austin Fashion Week 
Style Strutter modeling role, 
generously donated by Matt 
Swinney, CEO of Austin 
Fashion Week; and  

• a pair of Fraulein Daisy 
Boots, generously donated by 
Fraulein Boot Company

SPONSORS
Special thanks are extended to all 2023 Fashion 

Luncheon Sponsors:

• Honorary Co-Chairs Carole Nalle and Karey Nalle Oddo

• Presenting Partner AT&T 

• Rhinestone Cowgirl 

• Austin Subaru

• Fashionista Friends of fabulous Carole & Karey

• Laurée Z. Moffett 

• Couture Queen

• WSL Presidents

• Tobie Funte & Friends

• Clayton, Ramirez Law & Null (Julia Null) / Mr. & Mrs.  

   Raymond M. Derr

• Haute Hippie

• Avant Residential Group at Compass

• Bluebonnets and Bubbles

• Lonestar Ladies

• Popp Hutcheson PLLC

• The Roarty Law Firm, PLLC

• Karen Leeke, Past ASO Board President 

• Urban Chic

• Tricia Moose & Ruth Adams

• Co-Chairs’ Cowgirls

• Erin Donoghue, Natalie Hudson & Holly Wukasch

• Emma Garrett & Friends

• Heritage Title

• Sidney Jones

• Julia’s Jewels

• Lower Colorado River Authority

• Friends of Karey Nalle Oddo

• The Yellow Roses of Texas

• Capstone Title 

• Classic Cool

• Lawton Cummings, Andra Liemandt, and Lesa Rossick

• Rita Kreisle and Ann McIver 

UNDERWRITERS
Raffle Partnership Sponsor – Givens Plastic Surgery

Bar Underwriter – Tito’s Handmade Vodka

Dessert Underwriter – Walker Luxury Vacation Rentals

Marketplace Sponsor – The Arboretum

Photo Booth – AmCap Home Loans

Hat Station – Longhorn Fashions

Lela Rose, Linda van Bavel, Sarah Butler, Katie Kime

VIP Panelists Yvonne Nava, Lela Rose, Loreal Sarkisian 
and Katie Kime

Lisa Lucero, Andra Liemandt, Leslie Ward, Heidi Marquez 
Smith, Sabrina Brown

Mary Ellen Borgelt, Celeste Hubert, Linda van Bavel, 
Sarah Butler and Sylvia Jabour

Runway Show

Jenn Bell, Courtney Edwards, Alyssa Muir, Brooke 
Morgan, Elizabeth Doughtie, Meagan Moll, Mildred 

Hammond

Jewel Ball Co-Chair Julia Null, WSL President Araminta 
Sellers, and Jewel Ball Co-Chair Olivia Derr

Fashion Luncheon at the Hilton Ballroom

Runway Show

Miss Texas Allison Drake

2023 Luncheon Honorary Chairs

Carole Nalle  
and Karey Nalle Oddo

The Women’s Symphony League’s is thrilled to recognize the 
dynamic mother-daughter duo of Carole Nalle and Karey Nalle 
Oddo as our 2023 Fashion Luncheon Honorary Co-Chairs. With a 
combined 59 years of membership, they have served the organization 
with distinction. Carole joined WSL in 1973, and earlier this year 
joined the highly distinguished group of WSL Gold members 
who have achieved 50 years of service as a Women’s Symphony 
League member. After having been presented as a Princess on the 
Royal Court in 1991, Karey joined WSL in 2014, rising to become 
WSL President in 2019 and serving as Jewel Committee Chair in 
2022. With deep roots, a strong family history, and support for the 
community ever-present in the Nalle family, WSL is exceedingly 
grateful for the decades of dedication provided by Carole Nalle and 
Karey Nalle Oddo and their families. They are true treasures in our 
midst.
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▲ Jewel Tea ▲

▲ Soirée ▲

Photography by Jetter Photo

In celebration of the 68th 
Annual Jewel Ball, the 
Women’s  Sy mphony 

League of Austin (WSL) for-
mally announced its Royal 
Court participants at the 
Jewel Tea on Friday, May 
19th. The Court consists of 
the 2023 Diamond Queen 
and several Princesses from 
Austin, honoring the support 
of local families for the Aus-
tin Symphony Orchestra. The 
WSL also invites outstanding, 
college-aged young women 
from across the state to rep-
resent their communities as 
Duchesses of the Visiting Jew-
el Court.

Hosted by the Past Presi-
dents Council of the WSL, the 
Jewel Tea is a time-honored, 
annual tradition. This year, 
guests arrived at the beautiful 
home of Stacy Toomey to a re-
veal of the exceptional Royal 
Court. Members enjoyed a 
variety of delicious wines, 
gourmet finger sandwiches, 
fruit and the traditional cake 
during the exciting announce-
ment.

The Women’s Symphony 
League of Austin (WSL) 
hosted its annual Soirée Dan-
sante event on Sunday eve-
ning, September 10, 2023 at 
the Bullock Texas State His-
tory Museum. 

With the theme, “Denim 
and Diamonds,” more than 
180 Austin-area 9th and 
10th graders enjoyed a night 
full of dancing, hanging out 
with friends, a museum scav-
enger hunt, casino games, 
prizes and more. Chaired by 
WSL members Nicky Schro-
eder Duewall and Meredith 
Presley Wood, the exciting 
event honored the 10th grade 
Belles and Beaux to be pre-

sented in the Women’s Sym-
phony League’s 68th Annual 
Jewel Ball “Under the Texas 
Stars” on Saturday, Septem-
ber 16, 2023. 

The 2023 Soirée Dan-
sante raised several thousand 
dollars through the gener-
ous support of the following 
sponsors:

Presenting Partner
AT&T

Waltz Across Texas
Anne-Marie and Craig 

Cancienne
Nicky and Craig Duewall

Julie and Clayton 
Harrington

Meredith and Ethan Wood

Cotton Eye Joe
Jessica Bates

Cookie Dough Cowgirl
Knight and Mrs. Richard 

Donoghue
The Hutchison Family

Sarah Heidler and Jennifer 
McCracken

Araminta and Tom Sellers
Ellen Williams

Boot Scootin’ Boogie
Kam McCoy

Photo Booth 
Underwriter

Clayton, Ramirez & Null, 
P.L.L.C.

Soiree-themed Cookies from Blue Goo Bakery

Soiree grouP shot

Soiree dance floor

Soiree Co-Chairs Nicky Duewall  
and Meredith Presley Wood

Hyde Park Prancers

Kate Doner and Michelle LuPton 
at Registration

Jewel Ball Co-Chairs Olivia Derr and Julia Null, 
President-Elect Araminta Sellers, and Jewel Committee 

Co-Chairs Lisa Tully and Elizabeth Rose

Eledith Falk, Beth Grimm, Stacy Toomey, and Katie Kaighin

2023 Royal Court: Duchess Annabelle Nowlin, Princess Rachael Barkoff,  
Princess Sumner Hill, Princess Madison Bisang, Diamond Queen Nicole Heyer,  

Duchess Claire Lansdell, and Princess Ava Ward.  
Not pictured: Princess Caroline Martineau and Duchess Taylor Grace Felton

Allison Edwards, Courtney Edwards, and 
Michelle LuPton

Katie Kaighin, Karey Oddo, and Molly Benson

Past WSL Presidents Pam Bell and Anna SPeir

Sharon Wilson and Jill Powell 

Leslie Ward and Laura Matz

Amanda Pettitt and Jennifer Bell

512.837.9500  //  ABChomeandcommercial.com

TALCA86888E  //  M32147  //  TECL23492  //  LI2669

AC & Heating   //   Appliance Repair   //   Electrical   //   Exterior Cleaning   //   Handyman
Holiday & Event Lighting   //   Lawn & Tree   //   Pest Control   //   Plumbing   //   Pool   //   Water Quality

ABC PROUDLY SUPPORTS 
THE WOMEN’S SYMPHONY LEAGUE

OF AUSTIN


