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" By Anne DeVries

For most people, walking
back through the doors of a
childhood school stirs nostal-
gia. For Misty Tate, walking
through those doors as the new
Headmaster feels like destiny
unfolding.

This fall, Tate begins her
new role as Director of Casner
Christian Academy (CCA),
the faith-centered preschool
through kindergarten in West
Austin where she once sat as a
four-year-old singing hymns and
saying the Pledge of Allegiance.
“Casner has been an integral
part of my life since I was four
years old, and returning now to
serve as Director truly feels like
coming home,” she said.

CCA'’s story began in 1965 as
Highland Park Baptist Pre-
school at Highland Park Baptist
Church. Lucille Casner spent
more than 45 years there, rising
from classroom teacher to mu-
sic teacher to headmaster before
retiring in 2012. Generations
of Casner families have expe-
rienced her deep faith, love for
children, humor, and fierce love
of country, values she instilled in
every child who passed through
her classroom.

Along the way, Casner built
traditions that still define the
school. Three times each week,
one student, with a teacher’s
help, raises the American flag
and leads the Pledge of Alle-
giance and national anthem;
another raises the Texas flag
and leads the Texas Pledge and
state song, “Texas, Our Texas.”
Family and friends of that day’s
flag-raisers are invited to attend.
Other beloved traditions include
monthly Sing Song perfor-
mances, Christmas and Spring
programs, and Birthday Chapels.

In 2008, the school reorga-
nized as a nonprofit, moved to
Hillcrest Baptist Church, and
took the name Casner Christian

!
Drew and wife Misty Tate with Casner Christian Academy founder Lucille Casner at the annual Red, White &
Blue fundraising event

’Il 1 % Marley Obusek and Hayes Ho-
glund proudly raise the American
and Texas flags

Misty Mullen Tate and Christen Chapman, circa 1976, playing the role of love and redemption

the doves in Casner’s Friendly Beasts Christmas program
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Students at the Casner Easter tradition, which adorns
the cross with flowers that the children each bring to
school, creating a beautiful symbol of hope, renewal,
and faith
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Current Casner student Annie Reinbach, all smiles
and excited for her first day of kindergarten

Former teacher and Misty Tate’s mother Carole Mullen,
after flag raising in 1999 with former students Cathlyn
Jones Davis (now a parent of a CCA student) and Bran-
don McKee
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Former Student Seth DeVries with beloved and
long-time Highland Park Baptist 4-year-old teacher
Vicki Chapman in 2004
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Misty Tate Takes on
Role to Lead Casner
Christian Academy

Academy in her honor. Today it
calls Glad Tidings Church, on
Northland Drive in Allendale,
home. The address has changed,
but its guiding verse has not:
Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child
in the way they should go, and
when they are old they will not
depart from it.”

Tate, born in Austin, met
Mrs. Casner as a small child at
Highland Park Baptist, where
she also met Mrs. Pat Felger,
the teacher who, she said, “first
inspired my lifelong love of chil-
dren and calling to education.”
That relationship stretched
across decades: Tate had the
privilege of teaching Felger’s
own grandchildren. “Our rela-
tionship is a beautiful example
of the lasting connections that
have always been at the heart of
Casner,” she said.

After graduating from Baylor
University in 1993 with a degree
in early childhood education,
Tate taught kindergarten in
Eanes ISD, then returned to
Casner’s classrooms for four
years, teaching kindergarten and
first grade. By then, she and her
husband, Drew, had entrusted
all three of their children, Drew,
Jax, and Libby, to Casner, then
known as Highland Park Bap-
tist, for their early education.
Sweetly, Libby once played a
dove in the school’s Christmas
program, the same role Tate had
performed at that exact age.

In 2013, with all three
children enrolled at Hyde Park
School, she moved with them to
teach second grade, carrying tra-
ditions like the Famous Ameri-
can Program into her classroom.
She also spent eight years as the
school’s Middle School Cheer
Coach, building confidence,
teamwork, school spirit, and
leadership.

Family runs deep in Tate’s
Casner story. Her mother,
Carole Mullen, taught the

- '

Three Kings S.J. Brown, Holden McElwrath and Hobbs Williams embrace the power of public speaking building
confidence and leadership through the ability to inspire a crowd

four-year-old class for 12 years,
including Tate’s oldest son,
Drew. Her husband, Drew Tate,
an Austin native and realtor at
Tate Property, has served on
Casner’s Board of Directors for
years, playing a hands-on role in
securing its future; first finding
the school’s location at Hillcrest
Church, then leading the search
that landed Casner in its current
space at Glad Tidings Church.

Tate begins the 2026 school
year as its 4th Director, follow-
ing in the footsteps of three
impactful women, Lucille Cas-
ner, Gail Dabbs and Amy Moore,
who each led Casner through
different seasons but shared
one understanding: that Casner
is far more than a building. "I
am committed to honoring the
strong foundation they have cre-
ated while continuing to serve
the school and community that
shaped my life,” she said.

What makes Casner special,
Tate says, is simple: relation-
ships, faith and country, held
together across generations.

"It feels like a beautiful pocket
in time; almost a step back in
time to traditional values of God
and country. It is a place that
prioritizes loving and nurturing
not only the children, but their
entire families as well.”

CCA’s new leader is one of
its own, shaped by a faith-cen-
tered community and devoted
teachers and colleagues who,
across generations, have stead-
fastly upheld the school’s core
foundations. Misty Tate is well
prepared to carry CCA forward,
remembering firsthand the im-
pact it had on her life, her chil-
dren’s lives, and the surrounding
community she is committed to
serving.

Learn more about Casner
Christian Academy at casnerchris-
tian.org.

Students at the Casner Christmas Program, a cherished tradition centered on the timeless message of Christ’s

Isla Hancock, Mills Cole, and Sailor Stuart bring the storybook character Madeline to life in Casner’s Spring
Program
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Celebrating * ~

a New Chapter at Casner

@anmm&ufcm to Mesty “late
Director of Casner Christian Academy,

and to the wonderful teachers and staff
who make Casner such a special place.

Wishing the entire Casner community

a joytul and blessed school year.

With pride and love,
Tate Property

4501 Westlake Drive 3100 Pecos Street 2907 Creeks Edge Parkway
Represented Buyer Represented Seller Represented Buyer

property
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7802 Shadyrock Drive—Northwest Hills—$1,595,000 S
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Paragon Prep: Teaching
Children to Thinh in an Al World

By Lindsay Hay, Head of School
at Paragon Prep

Ask a child a hard question
today, and chances are an an-
swer is only seconds away. Our
devices can solve a math prob-
lem, summarize a book, write
an essay, translate a language,
or create an image. Artificial
intelligence is already part of our
children’s world.

As educators, our job isn’t
to pretend that technology isn’t
here. Our job is to make sure
children can think beyond it; to
become masters of technology
rather than letting technology
master them.

I recently traveled with stu-
dents to Japan, where we found
ourselves genuinely lost beneath

Osaka in a maze of subway
tunnels. Without reliable cell
service, our technology wasn’t
much help. Our students had to
look around, remember where
we’d been, talk to one another,
ask questions, and be uncom-
fortable for a little while.

They had to figure it out.

It made me wonder: Are we
giving children enough opportu-
nities to not immediately know
the answer?

At Paragon Prep, preparing
students for an Al-driven future
means developing the skills to
decide when to use technology,
how to question it, and when
to trust their own thinking.
Students need opportunities to
wrestle with difficult problems,
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create from a blank page, defend
an idea, collaborate, compete,
take risks and occasionally fail.

Our motto, Work Hard, Play
Hard, Be Kind, may be more
relevant than ever. Persever-
ance, creativity, communication,
resilience, empathy, and inde-
pendence cannot be outsourced
to technology.

Paragon Prep can give them
the tools that won’t become ob-
solete: strong academic founda-
tions, critical thinking, curiosity,
communication, creativity,
confidence, and character.

The goal of education isn’t
simply to produce children who
know the right answers. It’s to
develop young people who know
what to do when they don’t.

Since 1997, Paragon Prep has helped students think
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Your Neighborhood Pharmacy!

Flu & COVID-19 Vaccines

Book your flu and COVID vaccine today — quick, —&

convenient, and given by the pharmacy team you
already know and trust.

SCAN WITH YOUR PHONE

Book your vaccine
appointment

FOR GROUPS & BUSINESSES

Mobile Vaccine Clinics

Bring convenient, on-site vaccinations straight to your
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office, school, or community group.

SCAN WITH YOUR PHONE
Schedule a mobile
vaccine clinic

© 2727 Exposition Blvd, Suite 105 X, 512-478-6419

Locally owned in Tarrytown - Serving Austin since 1941

boldly, discover their potential, and lead with the heart
of a Knight. From 6 weeks through grade 8, students are
engaged and challenged every day to learn to be
independent, value honesty, self-reliance and respect for
others, and apply their learning to real-world situations.

Experience the Paragon Prep Difference:

Z Advanced math pathway

N/ . . .
\"4:"4; Music & art classes like rock band, musical theatre & more

LEARN MORE ON A TOUR

& paragonprep.com ) )
) @ Extensive athletics, clubs & summer camps

p o Monthly field trips, overnight adventures & international travel

831 Houston Street (6 weeks - PreK)
7944 Great Northern Boulevard (PreK - 8th Grade)
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St. Stephens

EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

. g T
LR T s w e
e

._ 0 - -
e S

JOIN US FOR FALL COFFEE

Sharp Minds, Fierce spirits INFORMATION SESSIONS

Middle School

and CompaSSionate Hearts Wednesday, Oct. 14, 9 a.m.

Upper School

We are excited to welcome over 700 boarding and day students to The Hill for the Friday, Oct. 16, 9 a.m.

2026-27 school year, inspiring a love of learning, service and purpose.

Prospective Spartan parents are invited to campus this fall for 45-minute

informational coffee sessions to discover the transformational learning St. Stephen’s

is known for. Learn about our core academic and boarding programs, athletics, fine Scan to learn
. more and RSVP

arts and global campus culture from current parents and leadership team members.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal School | Co-Ed, Boarding & Day, Grades 6-12

6500 St. Stephen’s Drive, Austin, TX 78746 | sstx.org
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WELCOME TO THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR,

TRINITY!

At Trinity Episcopal School and Blue House Preschool, we're more than
just a school - we're a vibrant, faith-rooted community committed to
nurturing curious minds, kind hearts, and courageous spirits.

ENRICHED
ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE

TRINITY

EPISCOPALy oy

TRINITY Interested in our community? Save the date!

Preschool Open House Bridging K-K Open House
Friday, September 18 Tuesday, October 6

2:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 2:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

RUTLLES R
\/ K-8 Open House

Wednesday, November 11

Learn More
PK-8 « CO-ED » NONPROFIT 2:30 am. - 11:30 a.m.
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EPISCOPAL SCHOOL K-I2

St. Andrew’s prepares
students for what's
next, equipping them
with the knowledge,
skills, and confidence
to succeed anywhere
their path leads. Our
approach nurtures
the whole child: mind,
body, heart, and spirit,
with high
expectations for

every student.

Guided by our
mission, we develop
scholars, artists,
athletes, and
servants: curious,
courageous,
compassionate global
citizens growing in

a loving Episcopal
community.

Lower & Middle School  Upper School
1112 West 3lst St 5901 Southwest Pkwy
Austin, TX 78705 Austin, TX 78735
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St. Mlchad's Prep: | Educated for What is Next

True academic excellence is root-

ed in educating the whole child. As
the world continues to evolve, success
will depend on far more than academic
achievement. Students will need to com-
municate effectively, collaborate to solve
complex problems, think critically, lead
with confidence, and adapt with resil-
ience. At St. Michael’s Prep, these essen-
tial life skills are intentionally woven into
every student’s educational journey.

Across every stage of a student’s
PreK3-12th grade journey, rigorous aca-
demics are paired with opportunities to
question, create, work in teams, resolve
conflicts, and speak publicly. Innovative
teaching and hands-on learning inspire
students to become active participants
in their education while developing the
knowledge and skills to thrive in college
and beyond.

Just as importantly, every student is
known. Their strengths are recognized,
their interests are nurtured, and they
are encouraged to stretch beyond what
they thought possible. Whether pursuing
advanced academics, engineering and
technology, the arts, athletics, leadership,
or service, students are empowered to
discover who they are becoming.

That preparation extends beyond the
classroom. Through personalized college
counseling, Upper School students re-
ceive individualized guidance as they ex-
plore colleges and universities, academic
programs and majors, scholarships, and
other opportunities that align with their
unique talents and aspirations. Families
benefit from this tailored, expert sup-
port throughout the college admissions
process, helping students approach this
important milestone with confidence.

This reflects the unique advantage
of a PreK3-12th grade education: the
ability to see childhood not as a series of
separate stages, but as one extraordinary,
intentionally connected 16-year journey.
Faculty and staff build lasting relation-
ships that foster confidence, character,
resilience, and a lifelong love of learning.

That combination - academic excel-
lence, innovation, exceptional college
preparation, and an intentionally con-
nected PreK3-12th grade experience - is
what sets St. Michael’s Prep apart.
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St. Michael’s Prep. Prepped for life.

E’ ST. MICHAEL'S PREP

Where Integrity, Courage, and Excellence Thrive

YOUR PREP JOURNEY

STARTS HERE

Central Texas’ Only PreK3-12" Grade Independent Catholic School

Welcome to St. Michael's Catholic Preparatory School, an innovative
PreK3-12 Independent Catholic school where students are formed
through Integrity, Courage, and Excellence. Our holistic approach
combines challenging academics with a nurturing environment,

inspiring lifelong learning.

At St. Michael's Prep, personalized instruction and cutting-edge,
innovative programs spark curiosity, strengthen critical thinking,
and empower each student to reach their full potential. We prepare
faith-filled leaders who are prepped for life and committed to
making meaningful contributions to society.

86 90 $18M+

Acres of rolling Faculty/Staff with College merit scholarships
Hill Country advanced degrees awarded to the Class of 2026

Schedule your visit today!
Applications for the 2026-2027 school year open
September 1. Come see what makes SMP a place
where your child will become prepped for life.
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4K-12TH GRADE. CHRIST CENTERED. COLLEGE-PREP.

Hyde Park Schools is more than a place to learn. It is a Christ-centered
community where students are known, valued, and encouraged to grow in their
God-given purpose. Guided by the truth that every child is "fearfully and
wonderfully made" (Psalm 139:14), Hyde Park equips students with the character,
confidence, and knowledge to thrive in college and beyond. Through a rigorous
college preparatory education, students are challenged across academics, the
arts, and athletics by faculty and staff who are committed to excellence and
dedicated to investing in the lives of every student. Please visit our website for
more information about all things Hyde Park!

( 2027-2028 APPLICATIONS OPEN OCTOBER 1ST >

. Bejoyful in hope, patient in affliction,
@M (Um &f %& fgm faithful in prayer. - Romans 12:12
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WWW.HPAUSTIN.ORG 512-465-8338 ADMISSIONS@HPAUSTIN.ORG




