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Save Muny Tournament and Party
By Anne DeVries
On Friday, September 9, 2022, the 8th annual Save Muny Tournament and Party were held at Lions Municipal Golf course.  The tireless efforts of the Muny Conservancy, backed by numerous supporters, continue to promote awareness of Lions Golf Course’s long-standing significance. 
Lions is the busiest golf course in Austin, hosts charity tournaments, is the practice facility for numerous high school and middle school teams, and houses the Austin Junior Golf Academy.  Built in 1924 and entered into the National Register of Historic Places in 2016, this iconic golf course comprises 141 acres and is considered a wildlife sanctuary.  A proud element of the Austin community, it is regarded as the earliest desegregated public golf course in the south.
Mary Arnold, a long-time champion for preserving Historic Lions Municipal Golf Course and a board member of the Save Historic Muny District, was in attendance and remains optimistic that the University of Texas and the City of Austin will eventually allow the land to be preserved as a historic public golf course, green space, and a means to inform the public of Lion’s early desegregation.  Until this transaction occurs, the golf course land remains in jeopardy of being developed commercially.
The battle is now decades-long, but judging from the turnout on September 9, the determination to preserve this Austin treasure is stronger than ever.  The sold-out, double shotgun tournament comprised 54 teams of 4, and the post-tournament barbeque hosted by 40 sponsors raised over $50,000.  The crowd enjoyed entertainment featuring Jonathan Tyler and the Northern Lights, and the excellent company of Austinites united by a common goal, Save Muny, made for a celebratory atmosphere that energized the initiative backed by so many.
For more information and updates on progress, please visit savemuny.com and follow them on social media. Further donations to Save Muny can be made online or mailed to The Muny Conservancy at 1800 Nueces Street, Austin, TX 78701. Proceeds go toward continuing to educate the public about the “values” that the historic course has provided over its almost 100 years here in Austin, to persuade the owner of the land to agree to a plan that will assure the same values to those who come in the future and to support the upkeep and preservation of the course.
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